The influence of using vacuum-dried poly(alkenoic) acids upon the physical properties of a glass polyalkenoate (ionomer) cement.
Some of the physical characteristics of two glass polyalkenoate cements have been measured. The two cements differ in terms of the presentation of the poly(alkenoic) acid used to form the cement and in the method of mixing of the materials. The 'conventional' cement uses an aqueous solution of poly(acid) and is an encapsulated mechanically mixed material. The alternative material contains a vacuum-dried poly(acid) powder with the ion-leachable glass, and is mixed by hand with a 15 per cent aqueous solution of tartaric acid. There were some minor differences between the two products, including a delay in the onset of the setting reaction for the material containing the vacuum-dried poly(acid) powder. These differences would probably have little significant effect upon the clinical performance of the materials.